
Vivien Leigh and Laurence Olivier: The
Romance of the Century

In the annals of Hollywood history, few romances have captured the
imagination and captivated the hearts of audiences like the one between
Vivien Leigh and Laurence Olivier. Their love story, as passionate and

https://preface.mamanbook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IkVJQUU3ZWNDOTNiNmhUUGxqVWN0aWkyR0ZCbDdXRnoxaEcrUEx2NUxWaFBvcE1ncWplaDgzUTBNSGYyc3F6WHZBNm1ZTGRlOVNtZytzYVU1N3RIVktQcmFpTE5hNDhOclNGU2hVaEhYTGZmUTJnTlBWUEVWQ0s5V1wvb0NQS3NVRDhCUmVpTnBNbWdsZGlYdEFCXC93MWc2akFDc05wTjBxcEZrMzZyaUt4dktZU21YUDB6YlwvdFhNNzN1bGZnZzJJU1wvekJ2VXY3RVBSb2I5SnZPNU1vODNnPT0iLCJpdiI6IjU1ZjAwYjMyNDA1YmU0OGFjZWU4MDJhNGVkMzY1NWVkIiwicyI6Ijg2YjQ1ZjE1ZTBjYzJjNjYifQ%3D%3D


dramatic as the roles they played on screen, unfolded amidst the glamour
and turmoil of the Golden Age of Hollywood.

Vivien Leigh, born Vivian Mary Hartley in Darjeeling, India, in 1913, was a
rising star when she first met Laurence Olivier in 1937. Olivier, already an
established leading man on both stage and screen, was taken by Leigh's
beauty, her spirit, and her undeniable talent. Their chemistry was electric,
and they soon began a whirlwind romance.
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Despite the fact that they were both married to other people at the time,
Leigh and Olivier could not resist their attraction to each other. They
divorced their respective spouses and married in 1940, in a secret
ceremony in Santa Barbara, California. Their wedding was a sensation,
and they quickly became one of the most celebrated couples in Hollywood.

Leigh and Olivier's marriage was a tumultuous one, filled with both great
passion and great pain. They were both strong-willed and independent, and
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their relationship was often strained by their demanding careers and
personal demons. Leigh struggled with mental illness, and Olivier had his
own battles with alcoholism. Yet, despite their challenges, they remained
deeply devoted to each other.

On screen, Leigh and Olivier were a force to be reckoned with. They
starred in a number of classic films together, including Gone with the Wind
(1939),Rebecca (1940),and Lady Hamilton (1941). Their performances
were electric, and they helped to cement their status as two of the greatest
actors of their generation.

Leigh won two Academy Awards for Best Actress, for her roles in Gone with
the Wind and A Streetcar Named Desire (1951). Olivier won four Academy
Awards, including one for Best Actor for his performance in Hamlet (1948).
They were the first couple to win Oscars in the same year, for their
performances in Gone with the Wind.

Leigh and Olivier's romance was not without its share of tragedy. In 1953,
Leigh suffered a miscarriage, and in 1955, she was diagnosed with
tuberculosis. Her health declined rapidly, and she died in 1967 at the age of
53. Olivier was devastated by her death, and he never remarried.

Vivien Leigh and Laurence Olivier's love story is one of the most enduring
and fascinating in Hollywood history. Their romance was passionate,
dramatic, and ultimately tragic. But it is also a story of two extraordinary
talents who found love and inspiration in each other. Their legacy continues
to inspire and captivate audiences to this day.
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