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Throughout history, the figure of the Last Queen of Sheba has captivated
imaginations and sparked countless tales. Her story, shrouded in mystery
and myth, has been woven into the fabric of cultures across the globe.
From the ancient texts of the Bible to the rich tapestry of Arabian folklore,
her legacy endures as a testament to the power and allure of a legendary
queen.

Historical Origins and Biblical Accounts

The earliest known references to the Queen of Sheba appear in the
Hebrew Bible, specifically in the First Book of Kings and the Second Book
of Chronicles. These texts depict her as a wealthy and powerful monarch
who embarked on a remarkable journey to meet King Solomon in
Jerusalem. Intrigued by his wisdom and renowned kingdom, she sought to
witness his glory firsthand.
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According to the biblical narrative, the queen's caravan was laden with
exotic spices, gold, and precious stones. She engaged Solomon in riddles
and theological debates, testing his renowned intellect. Impressed by her
knowledge and captivated by her beauty, Solomon showered her with
lavish gifts, including a magnificent throne. The queen returned to her
kingdom, filled with awe and admiration for the Israelite king.

Archaeological Evidence and Historical Interpretations

While the biblical account provides a vivid portrayal of the Queen of Sheba,
archaeological evidence and historical research offer additional insights
into her possible origins. Some scholars believe that she may have ruled
over the ancient kingdom of Sheba, located in present-day Yemen. This
region was renowned for its wealth and abundance of spices, incense, and
gold, which were highly sought after in the ancient world.

Excavations in the ancient city of Marib, the capital of Sheba, have
uncovered inscriptions that mention a powerful queen named Bilqis. This
name is often associated with the Queen of Sheba, although the exact
connection remains uncertain. Other archaeological findings, such as the
Great Dam of Marib and the Temple of Mahram Bilqis, provide further
evidence of the region's prosperity and cultural significance during the time
of the Last Queen.

Cultural Symbolism and Legacy

Beyond her historical presence, the Last Queen of Sheba has become a
profound cultural symbol, inspiring countless works of art, literature, and
music. In Arabian folklore, she is often portrayed as a wise and
compassionate ruler, renowned for her beauty, intelligence, and piety. This



image has been immortalized in the Thousand and One Nights, where
Scheherazade recounts the story of the queen's visit to King Solomon.

In Ethiopian tradition, the Queen of Sheba is known as Makeda. According
to legend, she bore a son with Solomon, who later became the founder of
the Ethiopian monarchy. This belief has played a significant role in shaping
Ethiopia's national identity and its claim to a connection with the ancient
world.

Religious Traditions and Interpretations

The Last Queen of Sheba has also been a subject of fascination and
interpretation within various religious traditions. In Islam, she is mentioned
as Queen Bilqis in the Quran. According to Islamic sources, she converted
to monotheism after witnessing the wisdom and faith of King Solomon. This
story has been interpreted as a powerful allegory of the importance of
seeking knowledge and embracing the truth.

In Christianity, the Queen of Sheba is often seen as a symbol of the
Church's quest for Christ. Her visit to Solomon's temple is interpreted as a
foreshadowing of the gentiles' acceptance of Christianity. This interpretation
has influenced Christian art and liturgy, where she is often depicted as a
wise and devout queen who brought gifts to the newborn Jesus.

Ongoing Fascination and Artistic Inspiration

The Last Queen of Sheba continues to captivate the imagination of artists,
writers, and historians today. Her enigmatic story has been adapted into
countless operas, films, and novels. From Handel's oratorio to Rudyard
Kipling's poem, her legacy lives on as a source of creative inspiration.



In contemporary art, the Queen of Sheba has been reimagined as a symbol
of female empowerment and wisdom. Her story serves as a reminder of the
transformative power of knowledge, cultural exchange, and the search for
enlightenment.

The Last Queen of Sheba remains an enduring enigma, a figure whose
story has resonated across cultures and time. From the biblical account to
the rich tapestry of folklore, her legend has inspired countless
interpretations and artistic creations. Whether she was a historical ruler, a
mythological figure, or a symbol of cultural exchange, her legacy endures
as a testament to the enduring power of storytelling and the enduring
fascination with the mysteries of the ancient world.
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