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The Disturbance is a hard science fiction novel by Philip K. Dick, published
in 1959. The novel explores the themes of alienation, identity, and the
nature of reality.

The novel is set in a future where the world has been ravaged by a nuclear
war. The few survivors live in scattered communities, struggling to survive
in a harsh and unforgiving environment.

The protagonist of the novel is Manfred Steiner, a brilliant scientist who is
haunted by visions of a strange and disturbing world. Steiner believes that
these visions are real, and he sets out on a journey to find out what they
mean.

Steiner's journey takes him to the edge of the known world, where he
encounters a group of people who call themselves the "Disturbance." The
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Disturbance are a group of mutants who have been affected by the nuclear
war. They have strange powers and abilities, and they are able to see into
the future.

The Disturbance believe that Steiner is the key to saving the world from a
coming disaster. They tell him that he must travel to the center of the Earth,
where he will find the answer to his visions.

Steiner is reluctant to believe the Disturbance, but he eventually agrees to
go with them. The journey is long and dangerous, and Steiner must face
many challenges along the way.

Finally, Steiner reaches the center of the Earth. There, he finds a group of
people who are living in a peaceful and harmonious society. These people
are the descendants of the survivors of the nuclear war, and they have
created a new world for themselves.

Steiner realizes that the Disturbance were right. He is the key to saving the
world from the coming disaster. He must return to the surface world and
spread the message of peace and hope.

The Disturbance is a classic work of hard science fiction. The novel is full of
fascinating ideas and concepts, and it explores the nature of reality in a
thought-provoking and challenging way.

Themes

The Disturbance explores a number of themes, including:

Alienation: Steiner is a lonely and alienated figure. He is haunted by
visions of a strange and disturbing world, and he feels like he doesn't



belong in the world around him.

Identity: Steiner is unsure of who he is. He is constantly questioning
his own memories and beliefs, and he is haunted by the fear that he
may be losing his mind.

The nature of reality: The Disturbance challenges the reader to
question what is real and what is not. The novel presents a number of
different worlds and realities, and it is up to the reader to decide which
one is true.

Characters

The Disturbance features a number of memorable and complex characters,
including:

Manfred Steiner: The protagonist of the novel, Steiner is a brilliant
scientist who is haunted by visions of a strange and disturbing world.

The Disturbance: A group of mutants who have been affected by the
nuclear war, the Disturbance have strange powers and abilities, and
they are able to see into the future.

The people of the center of the Earth: The descendants of the
survivors of the nuclear war, the people of the center of the Earth have
created a peaceful and harmonious society.

Setting

The Disturbance is set in a future world that has been ravaged by a nuclear
war. The few survivors live in scattered communities, struggling to survive
in a harsh and unforgiving environment.



The novel also features a number of other settings, including:

The center of the Earth: A place of peace and harmony, the center of
the Earth is a refuge from the horrors of the surface world.

The world of Steiner's visions: A strange and disturbing world, the
world of Steiner's visions is a place of chaos and violence.

Style

The Disturbance is written in a clear and concise style. Dick uses simple
language to convey complex ideas, and he is able to create a sense of
suspense and wonder that keeps the reader engaged from beginning to
end.

Reception

The Disturbance was a critical and commercial success. The novel was
nominated for the Hugo Award for Best Novel, and it was adapted into a
film in 1970.

Legacy

The Disturbance is considered to be one of the most important works of
hard science fiction. The novel has been praised for its thought-provoking
ideas, its complex characters, and its suspenseful plot. The Disturbance is
a classic work of literature that continues to be read and enjoyed by
readers today.
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