
Slavery in the Circuit of Sugar: A Long and
Brutal History
Slavery was a central part of the sugar industry for centuries. The vast
majority of the sugar produced in the Americas was grown on plantations
worked by enslaved Africans. The conditions on these plantations were
often brutal, and the death rate among enslaved workers was high.

The sugar industry began in the Caribbean in the 16th century. The first
sugar plantations were established on the islands of Hispaniola and Cuba.
The Spanish and Portuguese colonists who owned these plantations
quickly realized that they could make a lot of money by selling sugar to
Europe. However, they needed a large workforce to work their plantations.
They turned to the Atlantic slave trade to provide them with the labor they
needed.
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The Atlantic slave trade was a brutal system that transported millions of
Africans to the Americas. The enslaved Africans were packed into
overcrowded ships and forced to endure long and dangerous journeys.
Many died during the voyage. Those who survived were sold to plantation
owners in the Caribbean, Brazil, and other parts of the Americas.

The conditions on sugar plantations were harsh. The enslaved workers
were forced to work long hours in the fields, often in extreme heat and
humidity. They were also subject to beatings and other forms of
punishment. The death rate among enslaved workers was high. In some
cases, more than half of the enslaved workers on a plantation died within a
few years.

The sugar industry was a major source of wealth for the European powers.
However, it was also a major source of suffering for the enslaved Africans
who worked on the plantations. The abolition of slavery in the 19th century
was a major victory for human rights. However, the legacy of slavery
continues to shape the world today.

The Impact of Slavery on the Sugar Industry

Slavery had a profound impact on the sugar industry. The use of enslaved
labor allowed plantation owners to produce sugar at a low cost. This made
sugar affordable for consumers in Europe and North America. As a result,
the demand for sugar grew rapidly. This led to the expansion of the sugar
industry and the increased enslavement of Africans.

The sugar industry also had a major impact on the economies of the
Caribbean and Brazil. Sugar was the main export of these regions, and it
generated大量的财富。这种财富由白人种植园主及其在欧洲的商业伙伴控



制。奴隶化是非洲人没有从经济增长中受益，实际上，他们的劳动被用来剥

削和压迫他们。

The Abolition of Slavery

The abolition of slavery in the 19th century was a major turning point in the
history of the sugar industry. The British Empire abolished slavery in 1833,
and the French Empire abolished slavery in 1848. The United States
abolished slavery in 1865. The abolition of slavery led to a major decline in
the sugar industry in the Caribbean and Brazil.

However, the abolition of slavery did not end the exploitation of workers in
the sugar industry. In some cases, former slaves were forced to work on
plantations as sharecroppers or tenant farmers. They were often paid very
low wages and lived in poverty.

The Legacy of Slavery

The legacy of slavery continues to shape the sugar industry today. The
sugar industry is still dominated by large corporations that often exploit their
workers. In some cases, these corporations use child labor or pay their
workers poverty wages.

The legacy of slavery is also visible in the racial inequalities that persist in
the sugar industry. In many countries, the majority of sugar workers are still
people of color. They are often paid less than white workers and have
fewer opportunities for advancement.

The sugar industry is a reminder of the horrors of slavery. It is also a
reminder of the ongoing struggle for racial justice. We must continue to



work to end the exploitation of workers in the sugar industry and to create a
more just and equitable world.

The history of slavery in the sugar industry is a long and brutal one. The
enslaved Africans who worked on sugar plantations endured unimaginable
suffering. The abolition of slavery was a major victory for human rights, but
the legacy of slavery continues to shape the sugar industry and the world
today. We must continue to work to end the exploitation of workers in the
sugar industry and to create a more just and equitable world.

Slavery in the Circuit of Sugar, Second Edition:
Martinique and the World-Economy, 1830-1848 (SUNY
series, Fernand Braudel Center Studies in Historical
Social Science) by Dale W. Tomich

5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 6598 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Print length : 528 pages

FREE

https://preface.mamanbook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=%3D
https://preface.mamanbook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=%3D
https://preface.mamanbook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=%3D


Unveiling the Enchanting Tale of Plant
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Plants, the silent yet vibrant guardians of our planet, play a pivotal role in
sustaining life on Earth. Their ability to reproduce is crucial for
maintaining the...
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