
French Epic in the Age of Henri IV (1572-
1616): Rethinking the Early Modern
The French epic underwent a significant transformation in the age of Henri
IV (1572-1616). This article examines the ways in which the epic was
rethought during this period, with a particular focus on the works of Pierre
de Ronsard, Jean de La Taille, and Agrippa d'Aubigné. It argues that these
poets challenged the traditional conventions of the epic genre and used it
to articulate new visions of French identity and nationhood.

The early modern period was a time of great change and upheaval in
Europe. The Protestant Reformation, the rise of humanism, and the
exploration of new worlds challenged traditional ways of thinking about
religion, society, and the individual. These changes had a profound impact
on literature, including the epic genre.
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The traditional epic, as defined by Aristotle in his Poetics, is a long narrative
poem that tells the story of a hero who embodies the values of his people.
The hero's journey is often filled with adventure and danger, and he must
overcome great obstacles in order to achieve his goals. The epic typically
ends with the hero's triumph, which is seen as a symbol of the nation's
strength and glory.

In the age of Henri IV, the traditional epic was challenged by a number of
poets who sought to create a new kind of epic that would reflect the
changing world around them. These poets rejected the old conventions of
the genre and experimented with new forms and styles. They also used the
epic to explore new themes, such as the nature of heroism, the role of
women in society, and the importance of religious tolerance.

One of the most important poets of the age of Henri IV was Pierre de
Ronsard. Ronsard was a leading figure in the Pléiade, a group of poets
who sought to reform French literature and establish a new classical style.
Ronsard's epic poem, La Franciade, is a retelling of the Trojan War that
celebrates the origins of the French nation. However, Ronsard's poem also
departs from the traditional epic in a number of ways. For example,
Ronsard's hero, Francus, is not a warrior but a poet. This suggests that
Ronsard believed that the poet, not the warrior, was the true hero of the
new age.

Another important poet of the age of Henri IV was Jean de La Taille. La
Taille was a Huguenot who wrote a number of epic poems that dealt with
the religious wars of the period. La Taille's most famous poem, La
Semaine, is a vast epic that tells the story of the creation of the world.
However, La Taille's poem also includes a number of passages that deal



with the religious and political conflicts of his own time. La Taille's poem is a
powerful indictment of the violence and intolerance that characterized the
religious wars.

The third major poet of the age of Henri IV was Agrippa d'Aubigné.
D'Aubigné was a Huguenot soldier and poet who wrote a number of epic
poems that dealt with the religious wars. D'Aubigné's most famous poem,
Les Tragiques, is a vast epic that tells the story of the Huguenot struggle
against the Catholic League. D'Aubigné's poem is a powerful and moving
account of the suffering and violence that the Huguenots endured during
the wars.

The epic poems of Pierre de R
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